


EONARD WOODs, pw 


eats 
Jos bas og 


P ~- 
Z we. < py, ofes a 
» é 
a 
: 
- ies sey ; 


ae) Aa 


Theology in the Theologictl Seniinaiy, 








jie as pe aeagi ard: «AR 
—— ‘The chit Of these are found in all uneanet 


general causes just mentioned, there are 
Sams of men; macht the sopertion aad ignorance ofthe Hn 
the power of caste among them ;-the. intellectual and moral state 
miprepenesene Series: By these and such like causes, the | 
-Glosed and barred against the truth. Preaching the gospel to a in 
phei moral state generally proves like sowing seed upon the face of 
or upon the snows of winter. Other hinderances,may be found im the 
c and .persecuting power of civil governments; and ethers still, and 
ps thé most “difficult of all to be overcome, in the radically erroneous 
ions made upon the minds of men in different parts of the heathen 
and even in -countries blessed with the light of he Bours a 
errors and vices of nominal Christians. A greater me 
true Christianity ean hardly be conceived, than the 
of the church of Rome have exercised -by their attetnpts to 


mite ones To account fully for the little progress which has*Been . - 
made Christians in their endeavors to evangelize the: world) it woul eve- 
‘fore be nevessary to bring into view all the obstacles just alluded to ;— 
icles-eomany and so great, that they have left but a small measure 
dowthe- most faithful servants of Christ in any age. hth 
is another-elass of hinderances to the spread of ‘thé’ g 1° 

(mean those which age found in Christians themselves. It is this 
. rly’ to consider on the present cecasion. ‘The 

Nogeier wich a lorge portion sf Soiled palpi 
. (Minited Braves, have been rr fit a er ghenmns: SE 
the unevangelized parts of theworld. What we and our fellowlabore 
«performed in this great work has not been in vain; and we ate ened 
_* our endeavors to spread the gospel through the earth. ' But’st 
, vthe measure of our success compared with*our desites!° Mow 
Alittie-bas-been done compared with what remains undone odeieide 
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all things, and iu whose. sight the heavens are not clean, we must, every one. 
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of true religion through the world will ever be made. .. Without. 

@ are unfit to have any agency in thie undertaking, The'work of conv —e 

sinners and building up the church is a holy work, and should not. be 

with unholy hands. We may be willing to employ our time and.our 

substance in the cause of missions, and to do this in the highest degree; 

can be justly demanded of us. i piper ere xy tee Pare 

without love to God in our hearts, how little shall we be likely to accom 
The system of means necessary to the spread of the gospel is indeed 

edt nace Lehane rman ae mages: 

iaporspnanian.tp she sonle-t, wen, apd in stag dosisnyy and Semew 

fas Ahaiz, salvation. However important may. be 

; these inward operations of holiness, . 

and fervent prayers, which are. visible only to the eye 

important. It is this inward, invisible machinery (if 
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aecomplish at the.present. da: a9 
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our success in the cause of missions will be essentially hindered, 

And. though, we may give a portion of our time and our substance: to. this 
eause; though we may statedly meet to deliberate and act in behalf of the 

pc ype Ye gency pr on Christians who live. i 
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reniove nd whiehrwil be a abject of deep vogtet to wi through the reminder 
of ourlifey  * © 

* Fourthly. ‘We may hinder the cause of missions by the unnecessery eacite- 
ment of popular prejudice. 
‘must fail of success, withoat the cordial affection 
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promote. 

‘Pifthly. We hinder soared of ih omy fr ow fl srt i 
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im proportion dp itihaniak teititaes et lis tape nat bs 
iptingaallds to opnscieting GE ser elahinte ts Be yaad It is the die- 
tate of sound judgment, as well as of piety, that we should use our worldly 
property in such a manner as will afford us the greatest pleasure in our future 
reflections. Now let any Christian consider how he will view this’ subject, 
Seeiisepatadh tabaki-diegs or aasvene: tartde mutes edema 
of heaven shall reveal. things as they are. Let him 
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examples have been exhibited of @ very. 

lerality in gontsiboting 1o benevolest.sbjaets But.is not the pre- 
practical sentiment still very far below the right standard? Can it be 
> Angra liga yma pe 7 operat aya 

genérally give to it so small a proportion of their substance? They love reli- 
no doubt, and wish to communicate its precious blessings to those who 

to perish ; and with a view to this object they contribute from year to 
contribute liberally too in comparison with the generality of those 
‘ gxound them; and then make legacies to some charitable societies. For these 
acts of Christian love we sincerely honor their memories; and we thank God 
_Who'gave them the ability and the disposition to do good. But after all, what is 
_ Wiecreal amount of their charities, compared with the whole of their property ? 
@ few instances, after a comfortable provision for their families, they 
the residue of their estate, which is the greater part, to. ice. 
"This is ap it should be. But how is it generally with them that are richi? 
is as we are sure they must in the world above? After the dece 
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and Christians generally need stronger faith, more deadness to vi 
aelearer view of eternal things. ‘They are-not as } 
ought to be. They have not fully emerged from the darkness Of-_ 
life: Im this state, do they not look at their property chiefly-as the mesmwof 
etre ee eae And use it-in 
some measure for the interest of Christ’s kingdoni, is it not still menifest-that 
they make that no more than a secondary object?’ Now, whether we'have 
more-or less of-worldly substance, if we entertain mistaken or inadequate views: 
of ott duty ‘respecting the ‘use of it, and fall shorvof. the high standaxd-of eelf- 
denial and benevolent action set before us in the word of God; 
dollar when we should give ten, or ten when we should give a hundred, e.thoue 
Me sand, or ten thousand ;-—this deficiency will be sinful in the-sight of Ged).and 
‘will direetly hinder the success of the missionary cause. ‘Thisvie onevof the 
great hinderanees which now stand in the way of the propagation- of ~Chris 
tianity: Ah! brethren, there are better times approaching. Generations,of 
Christians will ere long rise up in the different walks of life, who will 
that the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, and that the silverand the 
@eld are'to be devoted to his service. ‘Fhe time, we trust, is not fardistant, 
when'the church and its ministers will have higher views of duty, more.eelé- 
denial, more simplicity in their modes of living, more devotion:to that:blessed 
eharches will look back upon us in this our season of twilight and heaviness, 
oa rome pS ap Swe 

the world was carried forward so slowly in our day, 
‘the*mercy of God, there is to bea visible growth of Christian character. 
children and children’s children will, we doubt not, rise far above 
aedand devotion of the present time ; will be heartily grieved atthe r 
‘wrance of our deficiencies, and will say among themselves We hor the 

memory of our fathers, who lived in the former part of the nineteenth 
Weblre God that they had euch a mea of set forthe area of th 
<and began to labor and pray in ep, a: Agar.“ 
it ie a matter of regret, that they scien 
a Sigeessas dhe hens dias poppet oak Sak Si oe 
to the march of Christianity through the world. ' 
comstring ebetacle.to. the apread_ of, the gospel. whicks Lake 


There is. 
the of and. selfependence, importanee we may 
dhe in of pide an seliependonen, For whatere inperteieg ay 
good. we may expect from the faithful labors of missionaries, yet all success 
comes from God, The gospél, which is to be preached among the heathen, 
a a ly ce ye set Tah: most 
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as not only to check our success, but 
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actions without it. For God evistoth 
‘hamble. mt 
har rw tee hatte ho loon 
crm excellent work we huve te baer wo 
ot fhe way, a tengo of the gp i son ae we 
- For'the causes which operate in its favor under the’ 
Routers thisriins Ove, are numerous’ and powerful. And; in my" 
thére never was a time when they were so numerous and powerful’ as 
he ientant ee hpeapet ed ome 
favor of the church was so manifestly approaching. If we and our’fellow- 
(a thee oa Beate latent cree and throw no 
in the way, the cause of our Redeemer in Christian and in heathen 
funds will prosper. Powers human, angelic, and diviiie are united im its favor, 
and’ will press it forward. All the perfections of Jehovali, all the 
of his merciful administration, all the truths of his word, the power of his Spirit, 
the glowing benevolence and swift obedien¢e of myriads above, and all that is 
pure and holy in the affections and labors’and prayers of Christigns on’ earth, 
_ Ctiepire together to bring forward the salvation of the world. "See what's 
‘influence these various causés aré exerting! See‘ witat a bright pros- 
is that things will soon be accomplished for the salvatiow of men, 
prophets, apostles, martyrs, and reformers never saw! Behold the 
of God coming to inherit all nations! Oh! take care, brethfen, not to 
Set any hinderance in his way. I charge you and ath fon. Nm 
mition of any of these wheels of divine providence, If we have 
hinderance in the way, let us quickly remove it. And if any ofie finds J 
@ hinderance, let him remove himself. Better be an exile front ereation’than 
ithe way of God's work. 1 Se 
Lot us never forget that it is owing to the grace of God that the 
Christianity, ‘with so many obstacles in its way, has made such pro- 
world. Is ét not rather a matter of wonder, that this 
7 not been totally extinguished, than’ that it does ot shine mote 


‘to the progress of ‘ 
ethacunetevbtenhs tithes aateuee eee 
hhow-little have we done to promote it, and how much to hinder it? » May net 
dome of us have reason to fear that the cause of Christ has been moré 
‘oy our, failings than benefited by our services? Oh! what would become of 
erat: Waetins weanailaqraeenaaeine on 
our faithfulness? What would be the consequence if the salvation’ 
had no better security than our own efforts? Y araiauee meen 
‘to it, andvall our powers exerted in its behalf; still how feeble we: 
how little should we be able to accomplish ? Ror cages toh 
and: affections to this -holy cause Has not the’ greater*part ' 
Tae we been on the wrong side? And it becomes a 
: Selatey whedantehing our whole character and life into view, the 
See ota eee 
miracle of divine power, that religion maintains a place-in 
y progress; when’ there 
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anid finisher of ov faith; that whatever we may 


aries may do, the’ heathen will never be enlightened except by'the powe 
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“Ae fending the'context, we learn the obj , 11] 
parable. Our Lord, surrounded by a grest multitude, wos eogcont 
those solemn addresses, the tendency of which is 10: cause’ than to f 


ee any’ 
form of 2 parable; which we will 





, _ Ther ae oo statement in the parable fom which 
phere teonhoe for industry and ents The bo 


sere ground 
and industry. Sat to toe odor to bt ole 
a course of ease and luxury to which he had not been 


statements warrant the conclusion, that industry and fru- | 


acquired by unlawful means. But, if a 

poor; by d 

in ; then 
tai teend of ic pias. Let such Kear the words of James, “Go 
aeSeMMly dents ad necro sah Cenk Ceeaaioas oar tamjoten; Para 


ST WHMaT iP Far legt Vac by theo ecieds, paid the eos of thea 400 
Teaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.” . 
Wealth is an object peculiarly fascinating, from the independence which it 
Birt yu te ds of coming Ita nie 
¥ fel the desire of it becoming inordinate, if the dei render You 
if it inspire resolutions of being rich at all hazards, then hear the 
pars Het Paul; “They that will be rich,” that are determined to be so ; 
‘ “fall into temptation and a snare} and into 
liste, which drown men in destruction and perdition.” 
nly considered, + aA etingone pri i 


the parable was not only rich, but also prosperous ; 
At forth plentifully. Hence we learn, that it is not 
a man’s moral state from his circumstances and 
‘This fo a: truth which unasciated reanah pollll'diise lave! Mauueeheds 
fe would cgnelude that the favored sons of fortune must-be the objects of 
robati But the parable under consideration shows eom 
‘that may be otherwise: and the same sentiment 
the wise man, “ No man knoweth either love or hatred, by 
- All things come alike to all: there is one 
wicked ; to the. clean, and to the wnelean ; to 
to him that sacrificeth not.” 
’ “The increasing wealth of this rich man was a source of 
> though i shall I'do? 1 have no room 
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of sense! The beasts naa oe 9m yam the ieee ever moet 

‘buman sensualists ; their powers of this kind are more ample, and their indul- 
“gences are not followed by such a train of frightful and afflictive maladies! — 
-» The course to which this rich man urges his soul is such as must i 


’ ef she community ; his health cannot withstand his habits of excess; 
property will waste like the snow before the vernal sun; and he will finally 
quit. she..scene of his luxury and pleasures unhonored and unlamented! 
‘Bealys* the pleasures of sin are but for a season.” 

. The exercises, the joys, and the hopes of r religion are the proper food of 
he eouls-they. are the pleasures of the rational. mind. Here, to adopt the 
danguage of inspiration, here is, “ a feast of fat things.” The Christian bas 
every.way the advantage over the mere seneualist. It is his to enjoy the 
bounties of Providence. He makes the creatures of God to subserve his.hap- . 
opimess, while he becomes the slave of none. He eats and drinks ; but, 
the things..of this life as not abusing them, he defiles not the temple of 
‘bat preserves it unto “sanctification and honor.” And “blessed are the un- 
defiled—who walk in the way of the Lord.” But can the sensualist who has 
vbeen born and educated in a Christian land be happy! Could he but see the 
welation which he sustains to God and eternity, he would turn pale, and would 
confess himself the most wretched and degraded of men ! 

‘From the conduct of this rich man we leas the fatal propensity of sinness 
40 deceive themselves. He says, “ Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years.” Yes, it is this infatuating hope of many years to come which 
renders thousands so-improvident of present time and privileges, and so un- 
gmindful. of future and.eternal interests. Let them once apprehend that they are 
«standing on-the verge of death, and that a few hours will introduce them into 

of their Judge ; and they take the alarm,.and instantly become 
all solicitude about the interests of the soul! The world is now.a 
‘ita pleasures and possessions lose all their charms. ‘They stand ready to make 
any: sacrifice, and to weep rivers of blood! a ager agp 

he sanctuary ; they call for the emblems of the broken body, and the ehed 
' «blood of the neglected Savior; and their tongues become eloquent in the lan- 
guage of penitence. But why all this hurry of movement now! Alas! they 
dliacover the, work. of years before them; and but a few fleeting moments. .in 
whieh they.can work / “© that men.were wise, that they understood this; 
that they would consider their latter end.” 

Contemplate now the sudden and unexpected end of the wretched. man.in 
pros Py While he was flattering himself with the prospeet of 
oe ae een pe ra pcg amg thie night thy 

vgn) shall be required of thee.” This man appears to have w. sl ng 
@od.:,his, single object had been the attainment of riches ; riches 

(Rew, pusposes to spend in ease and luxury. But mark, on the very day he 
sesolves to finish his toils, and to begin his pleasures ;—on that very | God 
 eglla him. to account |. . or fag a ha tic 


symptom of decay, nor infirmity of body ; on the contrary, ebagowemiane 
pee td he ow a naturally resulting from an, _ Surely 
one eben Ae nme 
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paring for a long life of ease and hvpyiness! _ And how ‘terrible also 
have: been the consternation 
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excited in the bosoms of his relatives" and 
friends | Medien! talent aml-wisdom mig=. have been summoned y-bubwliat 
could this avaibwhen the decree had gone forth? = ae ee 
« How uneertain at best is our stay on earth : how feeble is our hold on life! 
Mux youth, our health, our condition in life, our place of residence availus 
nothing: they promise no seeurity against the shafts of death. ‘Phe time, and 
place, and manner of ovr death are im the hands of God. Whenever He 
‘shail pronounce the decree, inexorable death will execute the sentenee, “> 

_“ Thie night thy soul shall be-required of thee.” Death, under the-mest 
favorable circumstances, is a period of great solemnity. The hour; evento 
the good man, is a trying hour. What the then must it be to the man who is 
taken by surprise ? to him who has never thought of God, of heaven, of sal- 
vation, of death, and of eternity, but. as objects at the greatest distance ! 
Death, indeed, is an evil whieh might-be endured, and to which we 
submit, if there were not eternal considerations connected with it. 
upon death as simple extinction of life and consciousness, we might perhaps 
assume confidence to meet it with composure, But when we consider it as 
an event which places the soul before Him who is of purer eye than to look 
on sin, and who can by no means clear the guilty ; when we consider that it 
separates us for ever from all the means of grace and salvation; when-wecon- - 
sider that “ as the tree falls so it lies,” then, indeed, death becomes a 
the most terrific and alarming to sinners ; ong es eo eee 
the subject ; for “ after death is the judgment.” : 

Let us now briefly advert to the total loss which the uinerehbmigndin 
tained when God summoned him out of life. God said, “ Whose sitall those 
things be which thou hast provided?” We see here his dreadful reverse of 
fortune. One moment he finds himself surrounded by every-thing that can 
minister to his vanity.and appetite ; but the next he sees the whole 
from his grasp, receding from his view! One moment his heart swells 
the pleasing consciousness that every thing is his; but the next his spiris 
sinks:down with the painful assurance that every thing is lost! His toils are 
ended; but’ so likewise are his enjoyments! He takes one exulting view 
of his. only. means of happiness; but mark! God draws over him the 
curtains of death, saying, “Jt is.thy last!” Fyfe 

_ Whose shall those things be which thou hast provided ?” Pochige-peihe 
worthless and ill-deserving heir stepped forth, seized the fruit of his labor, 


- rioted on it for a season, and then dropped unprepared into efernity, to eurse 


the unhappy wretch who had furnished him with the means of oahgetuicn 
and destruction. 

Is this, then, the dreadful result ? ou wn toil and economize 10. laprap 
that-ofwhich they shall never themselves partake ; and which may become 
the fatal source of crime and ruin to their thoughtless and improvident heirs ! 
Then let the busy and active, who are led on only by the prospect of wealth 
and independence, consider well what they do. Let them anticipate the tér- 
ee Sie ey ek Doms Ot ee 6 ee , 
‘We do not say that the calamities which befel this rich man were the natural 
from his want det 98 Whether a man 
} OF poor, if he be wanting in this, he will sustain a total loss im’ the 
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